
Date: May 15, 2008

To: 
Chief Electoral Officer 
(Karnataka State) 
DPAR (Elections), Old KGID Building Annexe
Dr. B R Ambedkar Veedhi
Bangalore – 560 001.

Subject: Cruel Joke of Election Expenditure Limit and Distortion of Poll Symbol by EC 

Dear Sir,

I, Ravi Krishna Reddy, have contested from Jayanagar Constituency as an Independent 
Candidate to protest against the immoral, unethical political practices and money power 
in Karnataka's democracy. This contest was meant to showcase an Alternative Politics, 
which is legal, ethical and value based. When there are innumerable examples of MLA 
candidates spending crores of Rupees for just an assembly election, I was convinced that 
the only way to fight these illegal and unethical practices was by public participation and 
fighting the election with public funding. I have raised Rs. 4,22,000 (approx) from the 
public, starting from Rs. 10 donated by a 70 year old, poor elderly woman of Ragigudda 
Jopadi, to 105 other Indian donors from all across the world. To this I have added my 
own money of Rs. 23000 and we have spent Rs. 4,45,291 for the election. Hope you too 
have noticed this as this information was made public as soon as the election was over.

My above preamble is relevant because I am told by the Jayanagar constituency's 
Returning Office officials that I am the only candidate who has spent more than 4 lakh
rupees in this constituency! According to them, all the other candidates have "shown" 
their expenses to be less than 4 lakhs! I ask in wonder: how is this possible? Because, I 
have seen rallies taken out by political parties in this constituency, with hundreds
of workers, on multiple occasions. On two occasions, I myself witnessed rallies at 
Jayanagar Shopping Complex in which the current MP waving at the public from the 
rooftop of a van. Hundreds of daily-wage workers, many 4 wheelers, and innumerable 
motor bikes were all part of this procession. I was also present in the same premises when 
a candidate was having his lunch with hundreds of poor, daily-wage workers inside a big
Marriage Hall. Special, colorful, expensive handbills and booklets were distributed by the 
candidates all across the constituency.

Isn't it a cruel joke to say that even after all these expenses they have spent less than 4 
lakhs?

Hasn't the EC officials taken videos of these processions and noticed the publicity 
materials of the candidates and its worth?

After noticing all this, I strongly believe that the Election Commission has not fulfilled its 
duty responsibly and legally. Without keeping a tab on candidate's expenses, I believe EC 



has sent an open message to all the candidates across the country and that message is: 
"Spend as much as you want, but let your expense returns be within 10 lakhs. We do not 
verify any details. The ceiling of 10 lakhs is just on paper and is of no significance
whatsoever."

I am concerned that the EC is not taking any measures to enforce the expenditure limits 
and this legal limit is a farce. I have to say with deep regrets that EC is not doing any 
justice to law abiding citizens of India, who want to contest the elections, rightfully and 
legally. At this moment, at least for the third phase of elections, I strongly urge you to 
deploy observers behind candidates and their workers to make sure that they won't cross 
the expenditure ceiling, and thereby provide justice to the candidates who respect and 
abide by the law.

Along with this, I also would like to draw your attention towards the complaint that I 
have lodged with the RO of Jayanagar constituency. The EC allotted "Nagara" as my poll 
symbol. But, the symbol that was printed on the ballot box of EVM was something else. 
We spent almost Rs. 30000 for street plays and the display of actual Nagaras. We 
organized these street plays in the constituency primarily where low-income, uneducated 
voters are in large numbers. (As a matter of fact, some of the Tamil speaking voters were 
constantly reminding us that 'Nagara' is the symbol of one of the Tamilnadu's Political 
Party.) But, on the day of the election, the symbol that was on the ballot box was 
something other than the official 'Nagara' symbol. Some news reports reported that the 
RO says, "it is not a major blunder." I strongly protest against this kind of statements and 
believe this is a not a responsible statement. This was an error and the RO should have 
considered what does law says for such a situation, instead of opining whether it is a 
major or minor blunder. So, hereby I request you to kindly let me know what measures 
you have taken. Otherwise, I may have to consider exploring my legal options. Before I 
take that extreme measure, I believe getting these details and being educated by you 
regarding my choices are within my rights.

The fact that I was the candidate who has spent the maximum amount of money in this 
constituency and this campaign was run by the hard earned money of ordinary people 
compels me morally to demand answers and seek justice.

Sincerely,
Ravi Krishna Reddy

Independent Candidate,
Jayanagar Assembly Constituency

Karnataka

cc: Chief Election Commissioner (New Delhi) and Media
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ದನ��ಕ: ಮ	 ೧೫, ೨೦೦೮
ಗ�:
ಮ�ಖ� ಚ�ನ�ವಣ�ಧಕ�ರಗಳ�
(ಕನ� ಟಕ ರ�ಜ�)
ಡ�. ಅ�ಬ�	ಡ(ರ ಬ	ದ, 

ಬ��ಗಳ+ರ� - ೫೬೦೦೦೧

ವಷಯ: ಚ�ನ�ವಣ�     ವ�ಚ2ದ     ಮತ     ಎ�ಬ     ಅಣಕ     ಮತ�:     ಚಹ�=     ಬದಲ�ಯಸದ     ಚ�ನ�ವಣ�     ಆಯ	ಗದ     ಬ�	ಜವಬ�Cರತನ  

ಮ�ನ�ರ�,

ರವ ಕFಷ�H ರ�ಡJ ಎ�ಬ ನ�ನ�, ಭ�ರತದ, ಅದರಲMN ಮ�ಖ�ವ�ಗ ಕನ� ಟಕದ ಪQಸಕ: ಅನ�Sತಕ ರ�ಜಕ�ರಣದ ಕ�ಲವT ರ	ತನ	ತಗಳ ವರ�ದV 
ಒ�ದ� ನ�Sತಕವ�ದ, ನ��ಯಯ�ತವ�ದ, ಪರ� ಯ ರ�ಜಕ�ರಣದ ಮ�ದರಯ�ದನ�= ನಮಗ� ನ�ವ� ಸFಷZಸಕ�Mಳ[ಬ�	ಕ��ದ� ಬಯಸ, ಆ 
ನಟZನಲNನ ಪQಯತ=ವ�ಗ ಬ��ಗಳ+ರನ ಜಯನಗರ ಕ�	ತQದ�ದ ಸ_ತ�ತQ ಅಭ�ರ ರ�ಗ ಸbಧ ಸದ�C. ಒ�ದ� ಶ�ಸಕ ಸ�fನಕ�( ಹಲವ�ರ� 
ಕ�M	ಟ ರMಪ�ಯಗಳನ�= ವ�ಯಸ�ತ:ರ�ವ ಉದ�ಹರಣ�ಗಳ� ನಮj ಮ��ದ� ಹ�	ರಳವ�ಗ ಇರ�ವ�ಗ, ಅದನ�=ಲN ಪQತರ�M	ಧಸಬ�	ಕ��ದ� 
ಚ�ನ�ವಣ� ಖಚ ಗ� ನ�ನ� ಜನರ�ದಲ� ದ�	ಣಗ� ಸ�ಗQಹಸದ�. ರ�ಗಗ�ಡJ ಜ�M	ಪಡಯ ಕ��ತಮj ಎ�ಬ 70 ವಷ ದ ಮ�ದ�ಕಯ ಬ�ವರನ 
ದ�ಡಮಯ 10 ರMಪ�ಯಯ�ದ ಹಡದ�, ದ�	ಶವದ�	ಶಗಳಲNರ�ವ ಸ�ಮ�ರ� 105 ಭ�ರತ	ಯರ� ಒಟ�ZಗMಡಸದ ಸ�ಮ�ರ� 4,22,000 ಸ�ವರ 
ರMಪ�ಯ ಮತ�: ನನ= ವ�Sಯಕ:ಕ 24000 ಸ�ವರ ರMಪ�ಯಯಲN ನನ= ಚ�ನ�ವಣ� ಖಚ ನ�= ನಭ�ಯಸದ�C	ನ�. ನ�ವT ಮ�ಡದ ಪQತ ಖಚ ನ 
ವವರವನ�= ಆಯ	ಗದ ನಯಮ�ವಳ ಪQಕ�ರ ಪQತ ಮMರ� ದನಕ�( ಜಯನಗರ ಕ�	ತQದ ಚ�ನ�ವಣ�ಧಕ�ರ ಕಚ�	ರಗ� ಸಲNಸದ�C	ನ� ಹ�ಗM 
ಚ�ನ�ವಣ� ಮ�ಗದ ತಕಣ ಈ ವವರಗಳನ�= ಸ�ವ ಜನಕರಗ� ಪತQಕ�ಗಳ ಮ�ಖ��ತರ ಬಡ�ಗಡ� ಮ�ಡದ�C	ನ�. ಹ�ಗ�ಗ, ಇದನ�= ತ�ವ} 
ಗಮನಸಯ	 ಇರ�ತ:	ರ ಎ�ದ� ಭ�ವಸ�ತ�:	ನ�.

ಇಲN, ಈ ಮ�ನ�=ಡಯ� ಮ�ಖ�ವ�ಗಲ� ಮ�ಖ�ವ�ದ ಕ�ರಣ ಏನ��ದರ�, ನಮಗ� ಜಯನಗರ ಕ�	ತQದ ಚ�ನ�ವಣ�ಧಕ�ರಯವರ ಸಬ��ದಯವರ� 
ಹ�	ಳದ ಪQಕ�ರ, ಈ ಕ�	ತQದಲN ಅತ ಹ�ಚ�2 ಚ�ನ�ವಣ� ವ�ಚ2 ಮ�ಡರ�ವವರ� ನ�ವ� ಅ�ತ�! ಬ�	ರ� ಇನ��ವTದ�	 ಅಭ�ರ  ನ�ಲ�( ಲಕಕM( ಹ�ಚ2ನ 
ವ�ಚ2ದ ವವರ ಕ�MಟZಲNವ�ತ�! ಇದ� ಹ�	ಗ� ಸ�ದ� ಎನ�=ವTದ� ನನ= ಪQಶ�=. ರ�ಕ��ದರ�, ನ�ನ� ಸ_ತ� ಕ�ಡ ಹ�ಗ� ಪQಮ�ಖ ರ�ಜಕ	ಯ ಪಕಗಳ 
ಅಭ�ರ ಗಳ� ಮತ�: ಒಬ� ಪಕ�	ತರ ಅಭ�ರ  ಈ ಕ�	ತQದಲN ನMರ�ರ� ಕ�ಯ ಕತ ರ ಜ�Mತ� ಅನ�	ಕ ಸಲ ಲಗಳನ�= ನಡ�ಸದ�Cರ�. ಬ��ಗಳ+ರ� 
ದಕಣ ಕ�	ತQದ ಹ�ಲ ಸ�ಸತ� ಸದಸ�ರ� ಜಯನಗರ ಕ�	ತQದ ಚ�ನ�ವಣ�ಧಕ�ರಗಳ ಕಚ�	ರ ಇರ�ವ ಶ�ಫ�ಗ ಕ��ಪ�Nಕ� ಸ�ತ: ಎರಡ�ರಡ� 
ಬ�ರ gÁå°  ನಡ�ಸದCಕ�( ನ�ನ� ಸ�ಕರ�ಗದ�C	ನ�. ಆ ಸಮಯದಲ�NಲN ದನಗMಲ ಸ�ಬಳದ ನMರ�ರ� ಕ�ಯ ಕತ ರ�, ಅನ�	ಕ ಕ�ರ�ಗಳ�, ಈ 
gÁå°ಯಲN ಪ�ಲ�M��ಡದCರ�. ಅದ�	 ರ	ತ ನMರ�ರ� ದನಗMಲ ಕ�ಯ ಕತ ರ�Mಡನ� ಕಲ��ಣಮ�ಟಪವ�ದರಲN ಅಭ�ರ ಯಬ�ರ� 
ಊಟಮ�ಡ�ತ:ದCನ�= ನ�ನ� ಸ_ತ� ಕಣ�Hರ� ಕ�ಡದ�C	ನ�. ಬಣHಬಣHದ, ದ�ಬ�ರರ�ದ ಕರಪತQಗಳನ�= ಮತ�: ಸಣHಪTಸ:ಕ�ಗಳನ�= ಹಲವ�ರ� 
ಅಭ�ರ ಗಳ� ತಮj ಪQಚ�ರ ಸ�ಮಗQರ�ಗ ಕ�	ತQದ�ದ��ತ ಹ�ಚದ�Cರ�.

ಇಷ�ZಲN ಖಚ�  ಮ�ಡದರM, ಅವರ ಚ�ನ�ವಣ� ವ�ಚ2 ೪ ಲಕ ದ�ಟಲN ಎ�ದರ�, ಇದ�M�ದ� ಕMQರ ಅಣಕವಲNವ�?

ಚ�ನ�ವಣ� ಆಯ	ಗದ ಅಧಕ�ರಗಳ� ಈ ಕ�	ತQದಲN ಆದ ಚ�ನ�ವಣ� ಪQಚ�ರದ ಮರವಣಗ�ಗಳ ವಡಯ ಚತQ	ಕರಸಲNವ�? ಅಭ�ರ ಗಳ 
ಚ�ನ�ವಣ� ಪQಚ�ರ ಸ�ಮಗQಗಳನ�= ಮತ�: ಅವಕ�( ತಗಲಬಹ�ದ�ದ ವ�ಚ2ವನ�=, ಮತ�: ಅಭ�ರ ಗಳ� ಮ�ಡಬಹ�ದ�ದ ಇನ=ತರ 
ಖಚ� ವ�ಚ2ಗಳನ�= ಗಮನಸಲNವ�?

ಇವ�ಲNವTಗಳನ�= ಸMಕವ�ಗ ಗಮನಸರ�ದ ಮ	ಲ�, ಈ ಸ�ದಭ ದಲN ಚ�ನ�ವಣ� ಆಯ	ಗ ತನ= ಜವ�ಬ�Cರಯನ�= ಸರರ�ಗ, 

ಕ�ನMನ�ಬದVವ�ಗ ನವ ಹಸಲN ಎ�ದ� ನ�ನ� ಭ�ವಸ�ತ�:	ನ�. ಅಭ�ರ ಗಳ ಖಚ� ವ�ಚ2ದ ಬಗ�� ನಗ� ಇಡದ�, ಅ ಮMಲಕ ಚ�ನ�ವಣ� ಅಯ	ಗ 
ಅಭ�ರ ಗಳಗ� ಮ�ಕ: ಸ�ದ�	ಶವ�ದನ�= ರವ�ನಸ�ತ:ದ� ಮತ�: ಆ ಸ�ದ�	ಶ, "ನ	ವT ಎಷ�ZದರM ಖಚ�  ಮ�ಡಕ�Mಳ[, ಆದರ� ಲ�ಕ( ಮ�ತQ 10 
ಲಕದ ಮತಯಲ�N ತ�M	ರಸ. ನ�ವT ರ�ವTದನM= ಪರಶ	ಲಸ�ವTದಲN. ಈ ಹತ�: ಲಕದ ಮತ ಎನ�=ವTದ� ಬ�ಯ�ಪಚ�ರದ, ಕ�ಗದದ 
ಮ	ಲರ�ವ ಕ�ನMನ� ಮ�ತQ." ಎ�ಬ ಸ�ದ�	ಶವ�ಗದ� ಎ�ದ� ನ�ನ� ಭ�ವಸ�ತ�:	ನ�. 



ಈ ರ	ತರ�ಗ ಚ�ನ�ವಣ� ಆಯ	ಗ ತನ= ಜವ�ಬ�Cರಯನ�= ಸ�ಪ}ಣ ವ�ಗ ನವ ಹಸ�ತ:ಲN ಮತ�: ಚ�ನ�ವಣ� ವ�ಚ2ದ ಬಗ�ಗನ ಕ�ನMನನ�= 
ಕಟ�Zನಟ�Zಗ ಜ�ರಗ� ತರಲ� ರ�ವTದ�	 ವಶ�	ಷ ಪQಯತ= ಮ�ಡ�ತ:ಲN ಎನ�=ವ ಅ�ಶ ನನ=ಲN ತ	ವQವ�ದ ಕಳವಳ ಹ�ಟZಸದ�. ನ��ಯಬದVವ�ಗ, 

ಕ�ನMನ�ರ	ತ�ವ�ಗಯ ಚ�ನ�ವಣ� ಎದ�ರಸಬ�	ಕ� ಎ�ದ�ಕ�Mಳ�[ವ ಅಹ ರಗ� ಮತ�: ಸತ�ಜ�ಗಳಗ� ನಮj�ದ ಸಗಲ�	ಬ�	ಕ�ದ ನ��ಯ 
ಸಗ�ತ:ಲN ಎನ�=ವTದನ�= ನ�ನ� ತ	ವQ ವಷ�ದದ�ದ ಹ�	ಳಬ�	ಕ�ಗದ�. ತ�ವT ಈ ಕMಡಲ�, ಉಳದರ�ವ ಮMರನ� ಹ�ತದ ಚ�ನ�ವಣ�ಯಲ�NದರM 
ಅಭ�ರ ಗಳ ಮತ�: ಅವರ ಕ�ಯ ಕತ ರ ಹ�ದ� ವ	ಕಕರನ�= ಬಟ�Z, ಅವರ� ರ�ವTದ�	 ರ	ತಯಲMN ತಮj ವ�ಚ2ದ ಮತ ದ�ಟದ ರ	ತ 
ನ�M	ಡಕ�M�ಡ�, ನ��ಯಬದVವ�ಗ ನಡ�ದ�ಕ�Mಳ�[ವ ಅಭ�ರ ಗಳಗ� ನಮj�ದ ಅನ��ಯವ�ಗದ ರ	ತ ನ�M	ಡಕ�Mಳ[ಬ�	ಕ��ದ� ಈ ಸಮಯದಲN 
ತಮjನ�= ಆಗQಹಸ�ತ�:	ನ�.

ಇದ�	 ಸ�ದಭ ದಲN, ನ�ನ� ಜಯನಗರ ಕ�	ತQದ ಚ�ನ�ವಣ�ಧಕ�ರಗ� ಕ�MಟZರ�ವ ದMರನ ಬಗ��ಯM ತಮj ಗಮನ ಸ�ಳ�ಯ ಬಯಸ�ತ�:	ನ�. 
ನನಗ� ಚ�ನ�ವಣ� ಆಯ	ಗ ನ	ಡದC ಚಹ�= "ನಗ�ರ." ಆದರ�, ಮತಪ�ಟZಗ�ಯ ಮ	ಲದC ಚಹ�=ಯ ಬ�	ರ�ಯದ�ಗತ�:. ನ�ವT ಬ	ದನ�ಟಕ ಮತ�: 
ಅದರಲN ಉಪಯ	ಗಸದ ನಗ�ರಗಳಗ�ಗ ಸ�ಮ�ರ� 30000 ರMಪ�ಯ ವ�ಚ2 ಮ�ಡದ�CವT. ಜಯನಗರ ಕ�	ತQದಲN ಅವದ��ವ�ತ ಮತದ�ರರ� 
ಹ�ಚ2ಗ� ಇರ�ವ ಭ�ಗಗಳ�ಲ�NಲN ಬ	ದನ�ಟಕಗಳನ�= ಮ�ಡ, ನಮj ಚಹ�= ನಗ�ರಯ ಬಗ�� ಅರವT ಮMಡಸದ�CವT. (ಹ�	ಳಬ�	ಕ��ದರ�, ಕ�ಲವT ತಮಳ� 
ಭ�ಷಕ ಮತದ�ರರ� ಈ ಚಹ�= ತಮಳ�ನ�ಡನ ರ�ಜಕ	ಯ ಪಕದ ಚಹ�= ಎ�ತಲ� ನಮಗ� ನ�ನಪಸ�ತ:ದCರ�!) ಆದರ�, ಮತಪ�ಟZಗ�ಯ ಮ	ಲ� ಇದC 
ಚಹ�= ಚ�ನ�ವಣ� ಆಯ	ಗ ಅಧಕFತವ�ಗ ನ	ಡದC ಚಹ�= ಅಲNವ�	 ಅಲN. ಈ ವಷಯವ�ಗ ಕ�	ತQದ ಚ�ನ�ವಣ�ಧಕ�ರಗಳ� "ಅದ�M�ದ� ದ�MಡJ 
ತಪbಲN" ಎನ�=ವ�ತಹ ಮ�ತನ�ಡರ�ವTದ�ಗ ಪತQಕ� ವರದಗಳ� ಹ�	ಳ�ತ:ವ�. ಇಲN ತಪ�bಗದ� ಮತ�: ಅದಕ�( ಕ�ನMನ�ಬದVವ�ಗ ರ�ವರ�ವ 
ಕQಮಗಳವ� ಎನ�=ವTದ� ಮ�ಖ�ವ� ಹ�Mರತ� ಇದ� ತಪ�b	 ಅಲN ಅಥವ ಸಣHಪQಮ�ಣದ ತಪ�bಗದ� ಎನ�=ವTದ� ಬ�	ಜವ�ಬ�Cರ ಹ�	ಳಕ� ಎನ�=ವTದ� 
ನನ= ಆಭಪ�Qಯ. ಆದಕ�ರಣ, ಈ ವಚ�ರವ�ಗ ತ�ವT ರ�ವ ಕQಮ ತ�ಗ�ದ�ಕ�M�ಡದC	ರ ಮತ�: ನಮಗರ�ವ ಕ�ನMನನ ಆಯ(ಗಳ�	ನ� 
ಎನ�=ವTದನ�= ದಯವಟ�Z ನಮಗ� ತಳಸಬ�	ಕ��ದ� ಕ�M	ರ�ತ�:	ನ�. ನಮj�ದಲ� ಈ ವವರಗಳನ�= ತಳದ�ಕ�Mಳ�[ವ ವಚ�ರ ನನ= ನ��ಯಬದV 
ಹಕ�(ಗಳ ಮತಯಳಗ�ಯ ಇದ� ಎ�ದ� ನ�ನ� ಭ�ವಸ�ತ�:	ನ�. 

ಜಯನಗರ ಕ�	ತQದಲN ಚ�ನ�ವಣ�ಗ��ದ� ಅತ ಹ�ಚ�2 ಹಣ ವ�ಚ2 ಮ�ಡದ ಅಭ�ರ  ನ�ನ� ಎ�ಬ ನ�Sಜ ವವರ ಮತ�: ಹ�ಗ� ಖಚ�  ಮ�ಡಲbಟZ ಹಣ 
ಸ�ಮ�ನ� ಜನರ� ತಮj ಬ�ವರ� ಹರಸ ದ�ಡದ ಅಮMಲ� ಹಣ ಎ�ಬ ವ�ಸ:ವ ಸ�ಗತ ನ�ನ� ಈ ವಚ�ರವ�ಗ ತಮj�ದ ಉತ:ರಗಳನ�= 
ಪಡ�ಯಲ� ಮತ�: ನ��ಯವನ�= ಆಗQಹಸಲ� ನ�Sತಕವ�ಗ ಒತ�:ಯಸ�ತ:ದ�. 

ವಶ�_ಸಪ}ವ ಕವ�ಗ,

ರವ ಕFಷ�H ರ�ಡJ
ಸ_ತ�ತQ ಅಭ�ರ  - ಜಯನಗರ ವಧ�ನಸಭ� ಕ�	ತQ

ಕನ� ಟಕ

ಪQತಗಳ�: ದ�ಹಲಯ ಮ�ಖ� ಚ�ನ�ವಣ� ಆಯ�ಕ:ರಗ� ಮತ�: ಮ�ಧ�ಮಗಳಗ�


